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member me sometimes in your walks up the Park, and
wish for me amongst you. I reckon no man is thoroughly
miserable unless he be condemned to live in Ireland; and
yet I have not the spleen, for I was not born to it. Let me
know whether the North has not cooled your Geneva
flames: but you have one comfort, that the loss of the
lady's fortunes will increase her love, and assure you her
person, and you may now be out of pain of your rival
Monsieur le Baron.

Pray write to me, and remember me, and drink my health
sometimes with our friends ; and believe me ever

Your most faithful and most humble servant,

JON. SWIFT.

LXXI. [Facsimile*}

SWIFT TO LADY GIFFARD

November 10, 1709.

MADAM 2

I HAD some time ago the honour of. a letter from your
Ladyship, which I could not acknowledge so soon as I In-

1  In Mr. Alfred Morrison's " Catalogue of Manuscript Letters," vi,
218.  The letter is printed with the omission of the two opening sen-
tences in Courtenay's " Life of Sir William Temple," ii, 243.

2  In the words Martliae Giffard optimae sorori, which were in-
scribed by her brother's directions on the monument erected In West-
minster Abbey to him and those dear to him, Sir William Temple has
eloquently described the relations beween Lady Giffard and himself.
Her story had been a tragic one.

"Grief from Belinda's face does ne'er depart
Farther than its own palace In her heart;M

as Swift says In his poem on " Sir W. Temple's Illness and Recovery."
It has been stated that she was "maid, wife, and widow in one day,"
and that her husband, when at the point of death, married her in order
that she might hear his name and succeed to his estate. The recorded
facts are that on 21 April, 1662, Sir Thomas GifFard was married, and
that thirteen days later, number of ill omen, he was dead. Only the
year before he had been created a baronet, elected a member of parlia-
ment, and restored to his paternal estate, and everything seemed to
promise for him a life of prosperity and happiness. But adversity
appears to have been the lot of his race, for his grandfather was killed
while fighting for Queen Elizabeth on the Irish battlefield, and his
father died during the Commonwealth, away from home and kin in
the city of Chester where, for his loyalty to the Royal cause, he had
been a prisoner for seven years., bat may have been previously given brevet
